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THE PULSE BEAT 

 

A Word from the Pastor 
 
We’ve seen God at work at St. John for the last six months as we’ve been active working on our 
Ministry Site Profile.  
 

It feels like we’ve been running a race to get to this place. 
 

There has been a lot of  thinking, planning, speaking, sharing.   And now that time is over, and a 
time of waiting has begun. 
 

On August 17 after our Town Hall with Pastor Kristin from the synod office, we did a 180 with 
our level of activity. 
 

From working to waiting.  
 

It may feel like a let-down, it may not look like much is happening, but God is at work.  
 

A time of waiting is still a time of preparation. This is a time to be still, and listen for God’s voice.  
 

Where do you hear God’s voice?  For many of us, it is out in nature. For some, we have a ritual of 
quiet time in our own homes. Some of us have a craft or hobby, like woodworking or knitting, 
that keeps our hands busy with repetitive motion and leaves our minds open to hear God’s voice. 
 

We hear God’s voice when we’ve been still, taken some time away from our daily work. 
 

You do have one job: to pray for guidance and discernment for:  your Call Committee, your synod 
staff (Paul, Kristin, Afi and Becky), for pastors wondering what might be out there for them next. 
 

Our time of quiet preparation will turn into something new and your action will be needed once 
again when you will welcome a new pastor, who has new ideas, who is interested in learning 
about you and may find new ways to help you put your God-given gifts to use.  
 

Let’s give thanks to God for a quiet time of preparation. 
 

Living in Christ’s Grace, 
Pastor Sara Gillespie 
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 THOUGHTS FROM THE PRESIDENT 
 
We did it!  It’s been a long stretch since Pastor Jim retired in June of last year, but our Mission 
Site Profile is finished, it’s been approved by the congregation and the council, and is now  
published on the Synod website.  I am so proud of how the people of St. John came together 
and got this accomplished!  Thanks to the Mission Exploration Team for their diligence and hard 
work, and thank you to the congregation!  You approached every question asked of you  
thoughtfully and provided the answers needed to make this a truly collaborative effort where  
everyone who wanted a voice was given one.  The call committee has been assembled and  
approved by council action, so our next step in calling our new pastor can begin!  Perseverance!  
We could not have gotten to this point without it.  
 
Perseverance is more than endurance—it's the unwavering commitment to press forward despite 
trials, setbacks, and uncertainty. In the Bible, perseverance is not only encouraged but  
celebrated as a virtue that shapes character, deepens faith, and leads to divine reward. 
 
One of the most powerful verses on this theme comes from James 1:12: "Blessed is the one who 
perseveres under trial because, having stood the test, that person will receive the crown of life 
that the Lord has promised to those who love him." 
 
This verse sets the tone for understanding perseverance as a spiritual discipline. It’s not just 
about surviving hardship, but about growing through it—becoming refined, resilient, and more 
aligned with God’s purpose. 
 
Throughout Scripture, we see countless examples of perseverance: 
 

 Job, who endured unimaginable suffering yet remained faithful (Job 1–2) 
 Paul, who faced imprisonment, beatings, and rejection, yet continued preaching the gospel (2  
     Corinthians 11:23–28) 
 Jesus, who persevered through betrayal, torture, and crucifixion for the sake of humanity 

(Hebrews 12:2–3) 
 
Though our perseverance has not been quite as life-altering, it has been a challenge just the 
same.  These stories remind us that perseverance is not passive—it’s active, intentional, and  
often painful. But it is also transformative. 
 
I’m sure we all feel that it’s been a long road to get to this point, and we have definitely had our 
setbacks along the way. But resilience in setbacks often leads to greater opportunities. It is true 
that when a door closes a window opens.  The people of St. John need to continue to look  
forward.  Perseverance doesn’t mean pretending everything’s fine—it means refusing to give up.  
It helps us stay true to our values and calling, even when the path isn’t totally clear, as it is now, 
and it’s not just about achieving goals—it’s about becoming who we are meant to be.  We’ve 
talked about change and how hard it is.  Now is the time to figure it out. 
Let us not become weary in doing good, for at the proper time we will reap a harvest if we do not 
give up.  Galatians 6:9 
I am happy to be a part of the St. John story and can’t wait to see the next chapter! 
 
Hugs and blessings to you all, 

Sandy 
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Interim Pastor - Sara Gillespie 
Office hours: Wednesday 10:30am – noon;  

2:00 – 5:00 pm 

Call anytime Wed. - Sun.       920 214-3132 

E-mail: sara.gillespie06@gmail.com   
Office Manager:  Robin Fatla 

Church office hours: Monday – Friday,  

9:00 am – Noon 

262-377-0410 

E-mail: stjohnsecretary@hotmail.com 

Website: stjohngrafton.org 

FaceBook: St. John Lutheran Church-

Grafton,WI  

  Congregation President – Sandy Allen 

  Vice President – Dale Allen 

  Secretary – Judy McMullin 

  Treasurer – Peter Viesselmann  
  Church Council: 

  Sharlene Sandquist – Worship  

  Sue Dowe – Education/ Youth 

  Sharlene Sandquist – Stewardship 

  Robin Fatla -  Outreach  

  Roger Wendorf -  Finance  

  Andy Porth – Property & Grounds  

  Bob Butt - Public Relations 

  Jane Turowski - Financial Secretary 

   

  Organist                     Paula Juedes 

  St. John Choir Director Sharlene Sandquist 

  Glory Ringers Director        Dale Allen 

  Flutist                                            Sandy Allen 
 

Call Committee:  Dale Allen, Judy McMullin, 

Jean Verber, Jim Litvinoff, Bob Butt, Roger 

Wendorf, Fritz Dowe 
 

   
   
  Newsletter staff: 

  Robin Fatla, Borgne McClelland 
  Newspaper Deadline: 

  Articles due by the 3rd Sunday of each     

  month. 
  Church Phone Numbers: 

  Office: 262-377-0410      

  E-Mail: (office) stjohnsecretary@hotmail.com 

              ( 

CHURCH  LEADERSHIP GENERAL INTEREST NEWS  

We keep in our prayers: Christy Abt,  
Anna Bullio, Baldwin Clasen, Amanda Combs, Audrey 
Fischer, Henry Frier, Rick Gonzalez, Pat & Sandy 
Granrath, Merry Lou Green, Erma & Oswald  
Hegenbarth , Dennis Jaeger, Sharon Kaddatz, Joanne 
Levenick, Anita Lucht, Scott Maronde, Ken Matthews,  
Borgne McClelland, Chuck & Cary Mueller, Alice  
Murphy,  Erin & Thomas Peterson, Sugeily  
Pineiro-Garcia, Joe Porth,  Karen  Rautenberg , Becka 
Rogahn, Tom & Jackie Rogahn, Bill Sackett, Glenn 
Sievers,  Melanie Smith, Pat Stifter, Richard and Marie 
Viesselmann, Jeff Watter  Military personnel: Kyle 
Christenson  “Home away from home” members: 
Jeanine Burhop– Lasata; Tim McClosky – at home with 
sister Merry Lou Green  
 
 

 
 

On Sunday, August 17th, we  
welcomed into the family of God at 

St. John , 
Colby Drake Kroening. 

His parents are  Patrick & Katie 
Gnodtke Kroening and his sponsors 

are Celeste Linzenmeyer and  
Kris Rieder. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

“…I am the resurrection and the 
life.  

 He who believes in Me, 
 though he may die,  

he shall live.” 
John 11:25 

 
 
 

  Wendy Tomter 

  April 7, 1948 - July 13, 2025 

 

   Donna Dowe 

February 12, 1937— August 15, 2025 
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STEWARDSHIP  CORNER 

   September is here and some of us wonder 
where did July and August go?  The busy 
months of summer always seem to fly by.  
Now it is time to gear up for the fall and  
resumption of activities that were on break 
for the summer. 
 
    Our community gardens weren’t utilized 
as much as we hoped, but it was a good  
beginning. Harvest Hosts has made good 
use of our parking lot on several weekends 
and we have received very good reviews .  
Some have also visited our worship service.  
We have made a good start on utilizing our 
property more fully. 
 
    Sandy is in conversation and has a letter 
of intent from Prime Horizon about using 
our building on a daily basis beginning in 
October.  So, progress has been made on 
that front too. 
 
    The MET team has completed its work 
and a call committee has been formed.  
Sunday, August 17, after church, we met 
with the synod representative, Pastor  
Kristin Nielsen, in a town hall format, and 
she reviewed our MSP with us.   There 
were only two minor changes that needed to 
be made.  The MSP now goes to the synod 
and will be posted on their site for  
prospective candidates to read. 
 
    As Fall activities at church pick up again, 
I want to encourage any of you who have 
the time, to consider joining our quilting 
group.  The more who tie, the faster we can 
complete quilts.  We have a backlog of tops 
waiting for filling, backing and tying and it 
would be wonderful if we could complete 5 
or 6 a week, instead of 3.   

It is a great way to use your time in 
service to others on the second and fourth 
Mondays beginning at 9 a.m. 
 
    At the beginning of creation, God  
decided earth was not a place for Adam 
to be alone (Genesis 2:18).  God created 
Eve, and the very first faith community was 
born!  Throughout the Bible, we find many 
examples of the faithful coming together, 
pooling their resources, sharing their talents, 
and doing God’s work together.   
 
    In Exodus we read how God, through 
Moses, commanded the Israelites to make 
offerings to God.  “Everyone who was   
willing and whose heart moved them came 
and brought an offering to the 
Lord.”  (35:21).  Moses reminded the  
Israelites that God also blessed them with 
many skills, so “…  every skilled person to 
whom the Lord had given skill and ability 
to know how to carry out all the work….are 
to do the work just as the Lord has  
commanded” (35:1). 
 
    This September, let us recommit  
ourselves to giving of our time, talents and 
monetary gifts, so that St. John Lutheran 
Church can continue its witness and work in 
this community. 
 

Sharlene Sandquist, Stewardship  Chair 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

QUILTING  DATES: 

Monday 

September 8 & 22 

9:00 - noon 
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          9/1      Sandy Granrath 
  9/3     Andy Porth 
  9/7      Adam Fatla 
  9/8      Joshua Pritzlaff 
  9/8      JoAnn Dowe 
  9/10    Edyn Allen 
  9/11     Jeff Kapke 
  9/14    Diana Tetzlaff 
  9/14     Fritz Dowe 
  9/19     Joe Schauer 
  9/23    Mirabelle Christenson 
 
 
 
 
   9/3/1966   Bob & Barb Eichmann 
   9/6/2014    Kyle & Laura Christenson 
   9/18/1999      Mark & Mary Ellen Levra 
 

Please notify Church Office if we  
have missed someone.    Thank you! 

 
 

You’re invited 
 

Jim & Carole Litvinoff will renew their 
wedding vows on 

Saturday, October 18, 2025 
11:00 am  

St. John Lutheran Church 
Dinner to follow the service. 

RSVP by September 27th 
715 820-0612 or 

cjlitvi@gmail.com 

Assisting Minister: 
 September 7 - Dennis Jaeger 
         14 - Robin Fatla 
         21 - Bob Butt 
         28 - Gary Haas 
Lector: 
 September 7 - Gary Haas 
         14 - Dennis Jaeger 
         21 - Borgne McClelland 
         28 - Robert McClelland 
Usher: 
 September 7 - Sue Dowe 
         14 - Fritz Dowe 
         21 - Jim & Carole Litvinoff 
         28 - Tom Rogahn 
Altar bouquets: 
 September 7 - Robin Fatla/ 
     McClelland  
         14 - OPEN 
         21 - OPEN 
         28 - OPEN 
Communion gifts: 
 September 7 - OPEN  
         14 - OPEN 
         21 - OPEN 
         28 - Robin Fatla & Sue Haas 
Fellowship hour: 
 September 7 - OPEN 
         14 - OPEN 
         21 - OPEN 
         28 - OPEN 
Counting Team: 
 September 7 - Peter Viesselmann Team 

         14 - Borgne McClelland Team 

         21 - Dennis Jaeger Team 

         28 - Jim Litvinoff Team 

WORSHIP ASSISTANTS 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 
Labor Day - office 
is closed 

2 3 
 
 
Pastor Sara in the 
office: 
10:30 - noon 
2:00 - 5:00 

4 
 
 
10:00 am - Prime 
Horizon Cooking 
Club 

5 6 

7 
8:45 am - Choir 
rehearsal 
 
9:30 am - Holy  
Communion 
 
10:30 am -  
Fellowship hour 

8 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

9 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
5:30 pm - Dinner 
at Portlight Shelter 

10     10:00 am - 
Prime Horizon 
Cooking Club 
 

Pastor Sara in the 
office: 
10:30 - noon 
2:00 - 5:00 
 

5:15 pm -  
Confirmation class 
at Trinity 

11 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

12 13 
 
 
1:00 pm - Bingo at 
Immanuel 
 
 
5:00 pm - Holden 
Evening Service at 
Trinity 

14 
8:45 am - Choir 
rehearsal 
 
9:30 am - Holy  
Communion 
 
10:30 am -  
Fellowship hour 

15 16 17    

 
 
Pastor Sara in the 
office: 
10:30 - noon 
2:00 - 5:00 
 

 
5:15 pm -  
Confirmation class 
at Trinity 

18 
 
 
10:00 am - Prime 
Horizon Cooking 
Club 

19 20 
 
 
 
12:00 pm -  
Donna Dowe  
funeral 

21 8:45 am - 
Choir rehearsal 
 
9:30 am - Holy  
Communion 
 
10:30 am -  
Fellowship hour 
 
11:00 am -  
Church Council 

22 23 24   10:00 am - 
Prime Horizon 
Cooking Club 

 

Pastor Sara in the 
office: 
10:30 - noon 
2:00 - 5:00 
 
5:15 pm -  
Confirmation class 
at Trinity 

25 
 
 

26 27 

28   8:45 am - 
Choir rehearsal 
 
9:30 am - Holy  
Communion 
 
10:30 am -  
Fellowship hour 
 
11:00 am - Sunday 
School 

29 30     
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EDUCATION OUTREACH  TEAM 

“Be a piece of the peace puzzle.” 

 

 Our Community Garden beds have begun                  

ripening   and tomatoes are in abundance! Each 
Sunday until they have finished, there will be a 
bowl in Fellowship Hall for you to help     
yourself.   

     

 Our first season as a Harvest Host  has already 
welcomed 9 RV traveling guests from around 
the country.  With the changing color season 
fast   approaching, we may have more visitors.    

 
 As of this writing, we have yet to see a winner 

in our summer Bingo game.     
 
 Our 6 month monetary collection  for Family 

Promise is now at $230. Our goal is to collect 
$2,500 by December 31st. These donations will 
be presented to Family Promise to purchase 
every day needs at Portlight Shelter.      

 
 We also continue to collect your unwanted   

story books  - for children or adults, DVDs, 
activity books for  children or adults and games 
There is a collection basket in Fellowship Hall. 

 
 Trinity Church in Cedarburg has ongoing         

collections of the following items:                                                                 
 Aluminum can “pull” tabs 

 Worn out athletic shoes 

 Used magazines 

 Cell phones 

 Corks from bottles 

 Dead batteries 

 Empty ink cartridges 

 Prescription bottles (remove labels) 

 Other gently used shoes for all ages 

There is a bin in Fellowship Hall if you would 

like to drop any of these items off for Trinity. 

 

 St. John is scheduled to prepare and 

share dinner with the Portlight Shelter 

guests on Tuesday, September 9th. 

Please contact Robin if you would like to 

help by providing a portion of the meal 

or sharing the meal. 

  
 VBS 2025 Reflections 
Our VBS theme this year was called “The Tree of 
Healing”, based on Revelation 22:1-4. 
 
“…. On either side of the river is the tree of life 
with its twelve kinds of fruit, producing its fruit 
each month; and the leaves of the tree are for the 
healing of the nations. Nothing  accursed will be 
found there any more…..”   Revelation 22:1-4  

 

It was a great week of faith and fun hosted by Faith 
Lutheran Church. Each of our 4 participating  
congregations was represented by a tree. The  
removable leaves include words that are “prayer 
starters.” Feel free to take a leaf and reflect on it, 
silently say a prayer of healing. Blank leaves are 
for anyone to leave their own prayer starter word, 
if you wish.  

 

  
  
  
  
 

 

 

 

 

You’re Invited! 
St. John Lutheran Church 

Ages 3 – 5
th

 Grade 
Please join us on September 28th for a 

new year of classes 
Class time 11:00 -11:30 

Email Sue Dowe with questions 
sadowe1966@gmail.com 

 
 

EPIC Confirmation classes held on Wednesdays at 
Trinity Lutheran Church in Cedarburg. 

resume at 5:15 pm  
on September 10th. 

mailto:sadowe1966@gmail.com
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 September 2025  Pulse Beat     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

        1193 Lakefield Road 
            Grafton, WI  53024 

 “In God’s Word, Serving You and the World” 

  
                 Worship Schedule 
             -  Sunday Morning - 9:30 a.m. 
              - Education hour - 11:00 a.m. 
 
 
 

IT IS OUR MISSION as people called by God 
into the Congregation of  St. John Lutheran 
Church to: 

 Proclaim the Gospel in worship and daily life. 

 Study and teach God’s Word. 

 Fellowship among people of this congrega-
tion. 

 Serve people in our surrounding community. 
 
This is the MISSION and MINISTRY that we 
accept as fellow Christians at St. John Evangelical 
Lutheran Church of Lakefield. 

“Faithfully Serving Christ Since 1866” 


