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THE PULSE BEAT 

 

A Word from the Pastor 
 By this time of year, in May, we hope that full blown spring is in the air, & on the ground.  That the land is 
no longer frozen, or too wet & spongy to work on outside.  Perhaps the lawn is greening as well, and the  
caretaking of spring can begin!   
 The Biblical lessons for the season of Easter & Resurrection are the focus of the liturgical year, where we 
move away from the Old Testament, except for the psalms.  The first lessons are mostly from the book of Acts, 
sharing the testimony of the early disciples to the resurrection message of Jesus, while the Gospel of John takes 
center stage during the Sundays of May and Easter, with the risen Jesus, meeting his disciples after his being 
raised from the dead, never to die again!   
 The themes in Acts have to do with: The conversion of Saul, into a new person who became St. Paul, the 
disciple Tabitha (Dorcas) who Peter raises from the dead, Peter’s conversion to accepting Gentiles (the rest of us!) 
into the faith, without becoming Jewish first, a worshiper of God, Lydia, who becomes a disciple, and Paul in  
prison who converts a jailer into a Jesus follower!   
 You might call the book of Acts, the “Acts of the Holy Spirit,” rather than “The Acts of the Apostles.”  Yet 
it is about the actions of the first Apostles, under the direction of God’s Holy Spirit!  They do a lot of praying,  
listening, and discerning what God wants them to do through the Spirit’s power!  The first disciples don’t just do 
whatever they want, they listen for God’s voice, then they “Act.” They act on what the God who raised Jesus 
wants them to do!   
 And interestingly, they also refuse to act to do the things, they believe God does not want them to do!   
Perhaps this is where disciples (Us), can learn to trust God’s leading, & God’s judgment, better than just our own 
opinions.  We have become such an individualized society, that we think we know best, just on our own, without 
consulting a higher authority!   
 What we must realize is that we, as Jesus followers need to trust that higher authority.  When Peter is  
persuaded that the Gentiles are welcomed by God into the faith, as well as Jewish people, he says, humbly, and 
with a mind open to God’s will: “If then God gave (the Gentiles) the same gift he gave us when we believed in 
the Lord Jesus Christ, who was I that I could hinder God?”  Then the story adds: “Then God has given to the 
Gentiles the repentance that leads to life.”    
 Then at the conversion of Saul to the faith of Jesus, another disciple, listening to God’s voice, goes to Saul, 
because he believes the voice, the Spirit of God, who leads him to go and pray for Saul.  Ananias, on meeting 
Saul, lays hands on him & prays: “Brother Saul, the Lord Jesus, who appeared to you on your way here, has 
sent me so that you may regain your sight and be filled with the Holy Spirit.”   
 Maybe the message of the early church, is that we who want to follow where the risen Christ leads, need to 
do a lot of listening, to the voice of God, to the direction of the Holy Spirit, before we jump ahead, and make all 
our decisions on our own judgment, about church, about life, about work, whatever it is!  Because our own  
judgment, when left to ourselves, is most of the time not very good!   
 Instead, we need to follow the lead of St. Paul, when he says in Romans 12: “Do not be conformed to this 
world, but be transformed by the renewing of your minds, so that you may discern what is the will of God---
what is good and acceptable, and perfect.”  (Romans 12:2)  

God’s peace be with you in this month of May.  And may our loving God who raises the dead, show us all 
the right way to go, as we make our way through this world!   

A blessed continuing Easter, be yours!      
 

Pastor Jim 
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Pastor James O’Reilly-Christensen 

Office hours: Monday – Thursday,  

9:00 am – 2:00 pm 

  920 988-9059 (Cell) 

E-mail: stjohnpastor1@hotmail.com 
Office Manager:  Robin Fatla 

Church office hours: Monday – Friday,  

9:00 am – Noon 

262-377-0410 

E-mail: stjohnsecretary@hotmail.com 

Website: stjohngrafton.org 
 

  Congregation President – OPEN 

  Vice President – Dennis Jaeger 

  Secretary – Sheila Kapke  

  Treasurer – Peter Viesselmann  
  Church Council: 

  Dennis Jaeger – Worship  

  Sue Dowe – Education 

  OPEN – Stewardship 

  OPEN – Outreach (formerly Evangelism) 

  Roger Wendorf - Finance  

  Joe Porth – Property & Grounds  

  Sharlene Sandquist - Public Relations 

  OPEN - Youth 

  Jane Turowski - Financial Secretary 

   

  Organist                     OPEN  

  St. John Choir Director        OPEN 

  Glory Ringers Director        Dale Allen 

  Flutist                                            Sandy Allen 

 

 

  

 

  Newsletter staff: 

  Robin Fatla & Sheila Kapke  
  Newspaper Deadline: 

  Articles due by the 3rd Sunday of each     

  month. 
  Church Phone Numbers: 

  Office: 262-377-0410     Fax: 262-377-0410 

  Pastor: 920 988-9059 

  E-Mail: (office) stjohnsecretary@hotmail.com 

              (pastor) stjohnpastor1@hotmail.com 

  FaceBook: St. John Lutheran Church-

Grafton,WI  

CHURCH  LEADERSHIP GENERAL INTEREST NEWS  

Mary Barker (friend of 
Audrey Crowell), Barb 
Beckner (friend of Judy 
McMullin), Clarice  
Buchholz (Mary Jaeger’s 
mother), Anna Bullio 
(great-granddaughter of 
Florence Van Cleave), 
Nik Buntrock (friend of 

Robin Fatla), Troy Burmesch (Dale & Sandy Allen’s 
nephew), Emily Carney (friend of Kylene Wright),  
Marian Carraway, Cathy Collins (Florence Van 
Cleave’s daughter), Amanda Combs (friend of Laura 
Christenson), Francis & Kathy Darga (Carole 
Litvinoff’s sister & brother-in-law), Nan Donner (friend 
of Diane & Roger Wendorf), Roger Faretra (Doug’s 
brother), Rick Gonzalez (Jan’s husband), Sue Haas, 
Jeanne Hass, Michael Horton (brother of Tara & Jeff 
Kapke), Mary Jaeger,  Joanne Levenick, Scott Maronde 
(nephew of Gary & Sue Haas), Ken Matthews (Kayla 
Matthews’ father-in-law), Ed (Anita Misun’s family 
member), Chuck & Cary Mueller (friends of Glenn 
Sievers), Alice Murphy (family of  MerryLou Green), 
Sandy Nyenhuis (friend of Audrey Crowell), Paul Ohm 
(friend of St. John), Sugeily Pineiro-Garcia, Eric & Ka-
ren  Rautenberg (Sue Dowe’s mother and step-father), 
Tom Rogahn, Kathy (sister of Jackie Rogahn), Mitchell 
Schmit (friend of Dale Allen), Rick Shock (Nancy’s 
husband), Wendy Tomter, Wendy Werner (Sandy Al-
len’s sister-in-law), Military personnel: Kyle Christen-
son, Andy David, Cooper Hunt,  “Home away from 
home” members: Jeanine Burhop (sister of the late 
Marilyn Speranza) – Lasata; Tim McClosky & John 
Clasen – at home with sister Merry Lou Green 
 
 

 
 
 

Happy 

Mother’s 

Day 

May  8th 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 The team will be distributing  
      information packets about St. John   
     to the new homes built this past year  
      in the neighborhoods northwest of  
      the church 

 

 9:00am Saturday “walk with robin “ 
on different routes each week  

     beginning june 4  
 
 A 4 week bible study - Mondays at 1:00 

pm - “The Mayberry Bible Study”  
     using episodes  of the Andy Griffith  
      show- beginning on June 6 - all  
      women and  men - are welcome! 
 
 “Conversations Around the Campfire” 
      on the peace garden patio - the 2nd    
      wednesday evening of each month 
      beginning June 13 
 
 Comedy club - videos of christian  
     comedians - the second Sunday of the  
     month for 4 months beginning june 12 

 
If you are interested in any of these 

events, please call robin at the church 
office for more information. 

262 377-0410 
There will be more info coming in  
future Sunday bulletins as well. 
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Sarah Circle Bible study:  Monday, May 9, 

1:00 PM at church 

 

 

QUILTING  DATES 

 

 

Monday 

May 9 & 23 

9:00 - noon 

 

 

 

 

Jesus leads us into heaven 

On Thursday after the sixth Sunday of Easter 
— May 26 in 2022 — the church celebrates 
the Ascension of Our Lord. John Donne (1571
-1631) wrote the poem “Ascension,” which 
contains an important reminder: When Jesus 
returned to his Father, it was the culmination 
of all he had done to prepare the path to 
heaven for us. 

  … Joy at the uprising of this Sun, and Son … 

      He first enters the way. 

      O strong Ram, which hast batter’d heaven 
for me! 

      Mild lamb, which with 
Thy Blood hast mark’d the 
path! 

      Bright Torch, which 
shinest, that I the way may 
see! …  

May we follow our strong-
yet-mild, brightly shining Savior into God’s 

eternal presence. 

OUTREACH  TEAM 

A correction to Kay Freyer’s address in the 
2022 directory: 

Should be 205 Green Bay Rd. 
NOT 250 
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   5/1     Harold Immekus 

  5/3     Heather Fiedler 

  5/15   Audrey Crowell 

  5/16   Jackie Rogahn 

  5/19   Marion Meyer 

  5/23   Nancy Shock 

  5/23   Joe Christensen 

  5/24   Mackenzie O’Reilly- 

               Christensen 

 

  5/7/2016     Mike & Maren Foti 

  5/28/1988    Fritz & Sue Dowe 

  5/31/1969    Bob & Mari Schmidt  
   

Please notify Church Office if we  
have missed someone.    Thank you! 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Addison Heusdens and Jakora Harmon 

will Affirm their Baptism 

on Sunday, May 15 at the  

9:30 am service. 

Assisting Minister: 
 May 1  - Dennis Jaeger 
           8 - Bob Butt 
         15 - Gary Haas 
         22 - Robin Fatla 
         29 - Dennis Jaeger 
Lector: 
 May 1 - Borgne McClelland 
          8 - Robert McClelland 
                     15 - Judy McMullin 
         22 - Robin Fatla 
         29 - Suzette Travis 
Usher: 
 May 1 - Bob Eichmann 
          8 - Roger Wendorf 
         15 - Dennis Jaeger 
         22 - Dennis Jaeger 
         29 - Peter Viesselmann 
Altar bouquets: 
 May 1 - Doreen Koopmann/ OPEN 
          8 - Jeanine Burhop/ OPEN 
        15 - OPEN/ OPEN 
        22 - Florence Van Cleave (2) 
        29 - OPEN/ OPEN 
Counting Team: 
 May 1 - Dennis Jaeger Team 
          8 - Jim Litvinoff Team 
        15 - Borgne McClelland Team 
        22 - Sheila Kapke Team 
        29 - Dennis Jaeger Team 
Fellowship Hour: 
 May 1 - OPEN 
          8 - OPEN 
         15 - OPEN 
         22 - OPEN 
         29 - OPEN 
 
 

 
 
 

WORSHIP  ASSISTANTS 
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This month and in the months ahead, I will be using 
material from an ELCA stewardship manual titled 
Stewards of God’s Love.  This month’s article  
explores our relationship with God.   
 
“Our practice of stewardship can begin by looking 
at how God has come down to us in love.   
Stewardship begins with God and how God has 
shown love for us.  We are first receivers.  We  
belong to God and all that we have belongs to God.  
Out of this receiving, we are freed in Christ  to love, 
give and serve. 
 
God comes down to us through creation.   
Stewardship begins at creation when God gave 
 humanity dominion over all that God had made.  
God entrusted all of creation to our care - living 
creatures, plants, land, water and all that is.  God 
has called us to care, nurture and preserve creation 
for future generations.  How might we honor and 
care for God’s creation? 
 
God calls us to be stewards through our baptism.  ln 
baptism we are claimed as God’s children and  
receive God’s grace.  As stewards, we live out our 
callings as children of God by sharing God’s grace 
with the world.  How might we share God’s grace 
in our everyday lives?  We are the church that 
shares a living, daring confidence in God’s grace.  
For us as the ELCA, this faith comes through the 
good news of Jesus Christ and gives us the freedom 
and the courage to wonder, discover and boldly  
participate in what God is up to in the world.  God 
comes down to us through the gospel.  God so 
loved the world that God gave us Jesus.  The gospel 
story is alive in us and written on our hearts.  We 
are stewards of God’s good news.” 
 
Questions to ponder: “ How might we share God’s 
story with our neighbors through our actions and 
words?  In what ways has God come down to you 
in love?  How are you stewarding the grace, the  
story, and the creation that God has entrusted to 
you?  Your household? “ 
 
Gracious God, we give you thanks for the many 
ways that you have come down to us in love.  Open 
our hearts and minds to be aware of them daily and 
to respond by sharing your love and grace with our 
neighbors and family.  In Jesus name we pray. 
Amen.   Sharlene Sandquist 

STEWARDSHIP  CORNER 

 

Trinity Lutheran 

Church 

N60 W6047  

Columbia Rd. 

Cedarburg 

Saturday, May 14 

8:30 am - 12:30 pm 

Registration is now open.  Sign-up at  

www.versiti.org or contact Jill Klitz at  

djklitz@milwpc.com or 262 377-6074 

to get signed up. 

 

 
Congratulations to 
Jesse Schauer 

who will be graduating from 
Ozaukee High School on 

May 22. 
 

 

Mr. Rogers, to grads — 
and to us all 

Our world hangs like a magnificent jewel in the 
vastness of space. Every one of us is a part of 
that jewel, a facet of that jewel, and in the per-
spective of infinity, our differences are infinitesi-
mal. We are intimately related. May we never 
even pretend that we are not. … Deep down, we 
know that what matters in this life is more than 
winning for ourselves. What really matters is 
helping others win too, even if it means slowing 
down and changing our course now and then. … 

[Roman philosopher] Boethius wrote this sen-
tence: “Oh happy race of mortals if your hearts 
are ruled, as is the universe, by love.” … [There is 
a] deep part of you that allows you to stand for 
those things without which humankind cannot 
survive: love that conquers hate, peace that rises 
triumphant over war, and justice that proves 
more powerful than greed. So in all that you do, 
in all of your life, I wish you the strength and the 
grace to make those choices which will allow you 
— and your neighbor — to become the best of 
whoever you are.   —Fred McFeely Rogers, 2002 

GENERAL INTEREST NEWS  
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1  9:30 am -  

Holy Communion 

2 3 4 

 

 

 

Noon - Pastor’s 

lunch 

 

5:00 pm -  

Confirmation class 

at  Trinity 

5 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

National Day of 

Prayer 

6 

Pastor’s day off 

7 

8 Mother’s 

Day 

9:30 am -  

Holy Communion 

10:30 am -  

Fellowship hour 

9 

9:00 am - Quilting 

 

1:00 pm - Sarah 

Circle Bible study 

10 11 

 

 

 

Noon - Pastor’s 

lunch 
 

5:00 pm -  

Confirmation class 

at  Trinity 

12 13 

Pastor’s day off 

14 

 

 

10:00 am -  

Confirmation 

photo and  

rehearsal 

15  9:30 am -  

Holy Communion 

Confirmation 

Day 

10:30 am -  

Fellowship hour 

10:45 am - Church 

Council 

16 17 18 

 

 

 

Noon - Pastor’s 

lunch 

 

5:00 pm - final 

Confirmation class 

at  Trinity 

19 20 

Pastor’s day off 

21 

22  9:30 am -  

Holy Communion 

10:30 am -  

Fellowship hour 

23 

9:00 am - Quilting 

 

 

24 25 

 

 

 

Noon - Pastor’s 

lunch 

 

 

26 

 

27 

Pastor’s day off 

28 

29  9:30 am -  

Holy Communion 

10:30 am -  

Fellowship hour 

30 

 

31     
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        1193 Lakefield Road 
            Grafton, WI  53024 

 “In God’s Word, Serving You and the World” 

  
                 Worship Schedule 
             -  Sunday Morning - 9:30 a.m. 
              - Education hour - 11:00 a.m. 

IT IS OUR MISSION as people called by God 
into the Congregation of  St. John Lutheran 
Church to: 

 Proclaim the Gospel in worship and daily life. 

 Study and teach God’s Word. 

 Fellowship among people of this congrega-
tion. 

 Serve people in our surrounding community. 
 
This is the MISSION and MINISTRY that we 
accept as fellow Christians at St. John Evangelical 
Lutheran Church of Lakefield. 

“Faithfully Serving Christ Since 1866” 


